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CLIMATE CRISIS

Climate Change – 

Its Happening NOW! 

After 20 years of scientific consensus on climate change, the final nail is in the coffin. The recent release of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Fourth Assessment Report states unequivically that the Earth’s climate is warming and that it’s due to humans  burning fossil fuels.  Humanity’s actions over the last 200 years have ensured that our generation and the ones to come will live on a planet between 1.8 and 6.4ºC hotter than today.

Climate change is the biggest social and environmental challenge of our generation and it’s already happening. We’re already seeing increased frequency and severity of freak weather events such as hurricanes, droughts, floods, storms… And they’re set to get worse.  Poverty, climate refugees, melting polar ice caps, spread of diseases such as malaria, conflict, inequity, water scarcity, coral bleaching, extinction of species… and the list goes on. These are just some of the catastrophic impacts that Climate Change is having on our planet.
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Climate Solutions – 

What’s it going to take to stop runaway climate change?

Deep cuts in emissions NOW!

Recent figures suggest that Minority world countries (the Global North) need to reduce emmissions by 90% by 2030, if we have any chance of stabalising the climate.  Australian’s emit more greenhouse gas emissions per person than anyone else in the world!  We have a responsibility personally and politically to stop being climate criminals and significantly reduce emissions now!

Renewable energy NOW!

Renewable energies from wind, solar, biomass, waves, tides and hot rocks (rocks that are heated by the Earth’s core) do not produce greenhouse gas emissions, they are clean, green, abundant and available to all.  The technologies to harness these energy sources such as wind turbines and solar hot water are viable now, particularly in combination with increased energy efficiency.  For example, 20% of Denmark’s electricity is sourced from wind, half of that is generated by individually and community owned turbines. However, for renewable energy to become a way of life in Australia, they require investment to compete against the fossil fuel industry which is subsidized by the Australian Government to the tune of $9 billion annually.  

Given that currently stationary energy accounts for 48% of Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions it is imperative that we harness renewable energy using current and future technologies.  To do that we need to stop subsidizing dirty industry and increase the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target from a measly 2% which was achieved last year, to world leading levels.  
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No New Coal!

Coal is one of the dirtiest, most greenhouse polluting energy sources. In Australia, 84% of our electricity is sourced from coal, we are the world’s largest coal exporter and the state and federal governments want to expand coal use domestically and internationally.  The NSW Government and coal companies have begun the first stages of the planned doubling of coal exports out of Newcastle, already the world's biggest coal port, and dozens of new mines have been approved in the Hunter Valley to feed the expansion. 

Coal exports from Newcastle already represent the emissions equivalent of every NSW source of greenhouse gas combined, that is, every power station, aluminium smelter, car, and land-clearing operation. Now the Iemma Government is backing the doubling of this contribution to climate change. Similar coal export expansions are underway in QLD, while Victoria entrenches its reliance on ‘brown coal’ for electricity – the filthiest fuel of all. 

However, these governments in their bid to keep business as usual are selling coal as a solution to climate change.  Sounds crazy! They are putting their money on pipe dream coal technologies such as geosequestration.  Geosequestration or carbon capture and storage is the idea that instead of pumping all the greenhouse gases from coal-fired power stations into the atmosphere, it can be captured and buried deep underground.  This process has a number of problems:

- There aren’t many places that can store compressed CO2. Many sites that exist are located too far from sources of emissions (power plants)

- It’s not proven technology and won’t provide emissions reductions fast enough to stop climate change. An Australia Institute Study states geosequestration won’t be commercially viable for at least 25 years, even industry advocate’s claim no less than 15 years 

- It is really expensive – much more so than wind technology for example

- It is dangerous – the gas could leak at extremely high pressures!

No Nuclear!

Nuclear power is no solution to climate change. Nuclear is not climate neutral. All aspects of the nuclear fuel chain from mining, to waste, to the building of the nuclear power plants emit huge amounts of greenhouse gases. There are not enough reserves of high grade uranium to provide even a medium-term energy alternative and lower grade ores emit even more greenhouse gases.   Further, all the other risks of nuclear power cannot be ignored.  We would just be substituting one disaster for another.  For example, nuclear power produces waste which is radioactive for hundreds of thousands of years, there is no safe way to store it!  Nuclear is too dirty and too unsafe.  

No Carbon Offsets!

Carbon Offsets are the idea that people/countries can make good the destructive carbon they emit through the planting of trees which in turn absorb carbon dioxide. This idea is plagued with problems. 

To prevent a climate crisis we need effective strategies that will transform the way we use and produce energy.  Carbon offsets have become a guilt free pass to continue our energy-hungry lifestyles, which are simply unsustainable and undermine the push towards a rapid switch to low-carbon economies. It nurtures the illusion that carbon emissions for that holiday trip to Miami have no impact on the climate as long as we buy our indulgences and pay someone else somewhere else to deal with our excessive emissions.

Further, carbon offset companies are decidedly dodgy, at best many are scams an easy way to make a quick buck while not minimising climate change at all.  For example, a company may sell credit for trees that have already been planted.  At worst carbon offset schemes can perpetuate human rights abuses, such as in Uganda, villagers living along the boundary of the a National Park full of ‘carbon trees’ planted by a Dutch company have been beaten and shot at, have been barred from their land and have seen their livestock confiscated. 

Climate Justice NOW!

Climate justice is the human dimension, of climate change.  It addresses global warming by looking at who is hurt, how they will be hurt and who is responsible. It examines the human rights perspective of what has been, until now, a debate focused on science, consumption patterns and emission levels.

Climate change will hit the world’s poor hardest; it will exacerbate hunger and poverty, and reduce the amount of available clean drinking water.  People who are highly dependent on farming, fishing or forestry may well see their livelihoods destroyed.  The Global South are the least responsible for climate change, but will pay the biggest price.

As a result of climate change it is estimated that by 2050 there will be as many as 150 million climate refugees.  Climate refugees are people who are forced to leave their country due to the impacts of climate change, such as sea level rise and freak weather events.  

As such, it is up to us in the Global North to take responsibility for our actions.  We must:
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· Fund and assist Global South countries to both mitigate against the effects of climate change and ensure equitable access to sustainable energy resources. Further, Australia must donate money to the Global Adaptation Fund. 

· Recognise climate refugees and accept them into our country.

The Kyoto Protocol is the first international agreement for greenhouse emission reductions, it was negotiated in the United Nations. It aims to reduce emissions from ‘developed nations’ 5% by 2012, however there are serious concerns it will fail to meet this weak target.  Australia ratified Kyoto in Bali last year, leaving the U.S. - the largest single polluter on the planet as the only developed nation yet to ratify.

Unfortunately the United Nations (UN) is not capable of holding countries accountable to their targets – for instance Canada is looking to overshoot its target significantly and the UN cannot stop this (i.e. there is no global police force).  Of course some countries have honestly reduced, but to ensure countries hold to their promises we require other countries and people around the world to pressure them. 

This is the challenge we face - it will take an international effort to solve this international problem and we need people across the world to unite to make sure that countries do what is required and build a renewable energy future.

Get Active NOW!

It is us, Australian youth, who in the decades to come will be dealing with the fallout from the current inadequacy of Australian climate change policy. It is us who will have to explain to our brothers and sisters in the Pacific region why the decisions that are being made by our politicians today failed to protect their nations, communities, land and lives.  It is us that have to act now to stop runaway climate change.  We have the knowledge, skills and power to do it!!!

What you can do…

Get involved in your uni’s environment collective, come to the Camp for Climate Action and get involved in the fight for our future! 

Over the past few years, awareness raising activities such as forums, discussions, stalls, theatre and direct action educated thousands of students around the country about the impacts of climate change. 

Come to the Camp for Climate Action!! 10th-15th July, Newcastle

The Camp for Climate Action will be an inspiring 5 days of workshops and grassroots direct action aimed at stopping the expansion of the world’s biggest coal port in Newcastle. If you’re tired of hot air and want to take real action against climate change, get involved in organising the camp, help spread the word and take part!

www.climatecamp.org.au
Help Stop Newcastle Coal Port Expansion!

In April 2007, the NSW Government overrode the clear will of the community, caved in to coal lobby pressure, and approved a new coal export terminal for Newcastle and a major capacity expansion of the existing coal terminal. These two projects will together increase Newcastle coal export capacity to 211 million tonnes per year. That's equivalent to well over three times the NSW domestic greenhouse pollution from all sources. The new CET alone would be the climate change equivalent of doubling NSW domestic greenhouse emissions. 

While the project has the approval of the NSW Government, it will take at least 2 and a 1/2 years to construct, during that time the social licence can still be withdrawn.  See www.risingtide.org.au for more.

Get involved in the Australian Youth Climate Coalition

The Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) is a coalition of 30 youth and youth-friendly organisations from around the country.  Together they are developing a joint approach to climate change and methods to ensure that government takes the issue seriously. In 2008 they will be taking their message into the nations’ high schools.

http://www.youthclimatecoalition.org 
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Personal action:

· Buy less stuff – reject consumerism!

· Walk, get on your bike, the bus or a train!

· Buy at a food co-op or grow your own food.

· Switch your home to 100% renewable energy!

· Turn off appliances at the wall, those little red lights account for around 10-15% of your power bill!!

Most importantly remember that turning your own lights off can’t stop climate change within itself, we need government and community action and we need it now! 

Campaign Groups:

- ASEN:  www.asen.org.au
- Rising Tide: www.risingtide.org.au
- Friends of the Earth (FoE):  www.foe.org.au/
- Climate Action Network Aus: www.cana.net.au
- Australian Youth Climate Coalition www.youthclimatecoaliton.org 
Information Sources:

- The Australia Institute - www.tai.org.au

- International Panel on Climate Change - www.ipcc.ch
www.beyondzeroemmissions.org
www.monbiot.com
Contacts

ASEN Campaign:

Climate Working Group Contact: Tessa Dowdell

Tessa.dowdell@gmail.com 

NSW: Libby King kinglib@gmail.com 

Zoe Cameron sew_revolution_instead@yahoo.com 

Victoria: Callum Bryant callumbryant@hotmail.com 

Lorena Solin l.solin@ugrad.unimelb.edu.au 

QLD: Clare Towler Clare.towler@gmail.com  

SA: 

WA. David Sinclair - DSinclair@gmail.com 

Australian Youth Climate Coalition: Anna Rose

Anna.starr.rose@gmail.com
